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Clearpoint Elementary School 
Governing Board Minutes of Meeting 

 
                                      Written by: Dov Bensimon 

 

 Location: Clearpoint Elementary School Date: Wednesday, September 5, 2018           Time: 6:33 – 7:17 p.m. 
     

 Attendees Governing Board (GB) Members:  Attendees GB Substitutes:  Attendees Parents/other: Absent: 
• Allison Saunders 
• Audrey Lambert 
• Carol Rabbat 
• David Estok 
• Dov Bensimon  
• Janine Von Bauer  
• Karina Lavalée 
• Katherine Wiebe 

• Marie-Flore Gignac 
• Miranda Tubbeh 
• Sandra Fisher 
• Sue Bell 
• Sue Lariviere 
• Suzanne Larkin 
• Tassie Fyon 
• Tayba Huot 
• Wayne Clifford 

 

• Helene Kalaganis- 
MacTaggart 

• Liz Lopez 

• Linda Harbert • Bill Mang 
• Garry Saunders 
• Joseph Mantagaris 
• Marc Lucke 
• Mark Christiano 

 
Agenda   

1. Approval of the Agenda 
2. Approval of the Last Minutes 
3. Public & Member Question 

Period 
4. Business Arising 

5. New Business 
6. Field Trips, Fundraisers & Activities 
7. Reports / PYP Update 
8. Varia 
 

9. Correspondence 
10. Date of next meeting 
11. Adjournment 

 
1. Approval of the Agenda 
 

• The agenda for the last meeting of the GB for the 2017-2018 school year was approved without 
opposition following a motion by Suzanne and seconded by Tayba. 

 
2. Approval of the Minutes from June 13 and June 20, 2018. 
 

• Katherine reminded the meeting that two GB meetings were held in June 2018 (on the 13th and 20th), 
since some information related to the school budget that needed to be discussed in June were not 
available in time for the June 13, 2018 meeting. 

• The minutes from both these meetings were approved by all, after a motion by Marie-Flore which 
was seconded by Audrey. 

 
3. Public questions 

• No questions from the public. 
 
4. Businesss arising 

• None to discuss. 
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5. New Business 
• Katherine brought up the topic of the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) Representative/Liaison to 

the Special Needs Advisory Committee (SNAC).  She informed the meeting that in order to be a 
representative to SNAC, an interested parent must be on the GB and have a child with an IEP.  Since 
this position is limited to members of the GB, it was suggested to defer a decision on choosing such a 
representative until the October meeting of the GB, since the newly composed GB will be in place 
then.  The meeting was reminded that this is not a position that needs to be filled – there is no legal 
obligation to fill this role.  Allison reminded the meeting that this was never a formal role, never an 
extra person.  A motion to present this topic at the first meeting of the new GB in October was 
brought forward by David and seconded by Miranda.  All who voted were in favour, none were 
opposed and there was one abstention. 

 
6. Field Trips, Fundraisers & Activities 

• The following fundraisers were proposed by the Home & School: 
o Pizza lunch – there are 18 dates proposed for 2018-2019.  There will be no gummies offered 

this year with the lunches, as in the past.  The cost comes to $5 per lunch, or $90 for all dates.  
Registration will be available online only.  The first lunch will be on 25 September 2018. In 
an effort to reduce the amount of recycling left at school, empty pizza boxes will be taken 
home by the children. 

o Haloween dance – Friday, October 26, 2018.  There will be two dances: a first one for the 
junior (K-3) grades, followed by a second one for the senior grades (4-6).  The cost will be $3 
per person, regardless whether children or adults.  As in the past, Grade 6 will run a 
refreshments counter, with proceeds going to fund to graduation activities. 

o Tayba reminded the meeting that the Fundscrip and Mabel’s Labels inivitatives were on-
going year round. 

o Scholastic – this is a new fundraiser which is proposed during reading week (19-23 November 
2018).  Delivery of the books ordered from Scholastic will take place on Monday, November 
19, 2018.  A public evening event is proposed on Wednesday, November 21, 2018, where 
books can be bought at reduced prices Scholastic.  Proceeds from this event will go to fund 
the teachers’ wish lists.  It is hoped that some authors will attend and read from their books as 
well. 

• A motion to approve the above fundraisers was put forth by Marie-Flore and seconded by Audrey.  
All were in favour and none were opposed. 

 
7. Reports (in order of presentation at the meeting): 

• Commissioner’s report: Since no meetings of the Council of Commissioners were held since the 
last GB meeting in June, there was no report from the commissioner. 

• Principal report : The report from the principal is included as an annex to the minutes of the 
meeting. 

• Primary Years Program (PYP): Teachers are in the process of starting the new units.  Training on 
the PYP will take place on Thursday, September 6, 2018 for new and student teachers. 
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• Grade 4: Miranda started teaching a unit on the human body.  She remarked that there were many 
new students in her classes. 

• Grade 3: Sandra started teaching a unit on habitats.  The children learned about these using water 
bottles, leaves, plastic animals and sand, amongst other.  The children discuss connections with 
habitats found in nature. 

• Kindergarten : Suzanne noted that it had been difficult to teach in the first few days of the school 
year owing to the heat.  Since the children are new to the school, they are in the process of learning 
routine.  This is confusing for many of the children. 

• Grade 1: Jeanine remarked that in grade 1, the children are also getting used to the routine and the 
heat made it challenging to teach.  The children now sit at tables instead of desks, which is an 
improvement.  The children are learning about who we are and what communities are. 

• Physical Education: Since Bill was unable to attend the meeting, there is no report to present. 
• Home and School: Linda mentioned that Home & School encouraged the school to let them know 

where they stand on field trips.  The sooner that Home & School knows, the sooner it can try to help 
the school. 

• Daycare: Tassie informed the meeting that there are now 220 students in 12 daycare classes.  Tassie 
informed the meeting that she asked parents not to pick up kids before 2:35 p.m. so as to give buses 
time to leave and avoid confusion as to which children leave by bus or leave another way. 

• Clearpoint Parent Representative to LBPSB Parents’ Committee: No report was presented, since 
no meetings of the LBPSB Parents’ Committee were held over the summer.  Allison pointed out that 
if parents had questions about school fees or the new sexual education program, that information 
could be found on the LBPSB Parents’ Committee website. 

 
8. Varia 

• Helen asked how much parents can help teachers if they are missing items for their classes.  David 
noted that this gesture was appreciated and suggested going about it in an organised and systematic 
way.  David wants to talk to the teachers first about their needs before any parents ask what they can 
offer. The idea is to make sure that what is given is distributed equally amongst classes.  David also 
wants to clarify what funds will be received from the government as well.  Katherine suggested 
tabling this topic until David can talk to the staff first. 

 
9. Correspondence 

• None. 
 
10. Date of next meeting 

• The next meeting will take be decided at the AGA, immediately following the GB meeting. 
 
11. Adjournment 

• A motion to adjourn the meeting was put forth by Tayba and seconded by Carol at 7:17 p.m.  All 
were in favour and none opposed. 
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Annex A – Report of the Principal 
 
September 5, 2018 
 
Governing Board - Principal’s Report 
Respectfully submitted by David Estok 
 
Our school entry has been outstanding! 
 
Summer caretaking staff did an excellent job cleaning.  
 
I want to thank the staff for their excellent work in getting the school ready for our start. Many staff members 
were here well before the date they were required to return to work, preparing materials and their classrooms.  
 
I want to thank our secretary Angelika Witzmann for the long hours and extraordinary effort she has put in 
making sure all has been in place to get the school up and running.  
 
Thank the students and parents for the warm welcome that has been extended to me.  
 
On the teachers’ first day, August 24, we had a presentation given to us by Dr. Andrew Bennett and Dr. 
Elizabeth Roberts about child attachment – and how to best respond to children who may have attachment 
issues caused by suffering early childhood trauma.   
 
Our Balloon Parade tradition continued last Friday – a beautiful day – beautiful memories. Thank you to 
Steve Wilson – Rachel’s husband to be on hand providing us with great photos.  
 
Review of staffing:  
K01 / K02 – Suzanne Larkin  / Carly Cuttler 
K03 / 103 – Joanne Barette / Vanessa Motter 
101 / 102 – Janine Van Bauer / Rania Aghaby 
201 / 202 – Jennifer Pinard / Melissa Catalogna 
203 / 204 – Alexandra Haverstock / Dahlia Singh 
301 / 302 – Frances La Porta / Sandra Fisher 
401 / 402 – Miranda Tubbeh / Suzanne Ujvari 
501 / 502 – Sabine Carrié / Jordana Sessenwein (Wendy Crowley) 
403 / 503 – Kelly Scheldman / Cathy Sheppard (403) & David Dufresne (503) 
601 / 602 – Francesca Lucadamo / Suzanne Robinson 
Phys Ed – Bill Mang & Jennifer Yates 
Music – Liana Goldsmith 
Dance – James Brasseur 
Resource Coordinator – Kathleen Mountpleasant 
Resource & Numeracy – Michelle Freger 
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IB Coordinator – Sue Larivière 
 
Increase in resource support to the school through special funding from the Ministry 
-Extra 70% in terms of staffing 
  
Student Agendas arrived today and will be distributed tomorrow and Friday.  
 
Terry Fox Run – September 19th.  
 
Photo day on October 12th. 
 
7 student teachers working with us currently.  
 
Ninja wall installed last week in Gym.   
 
Reviewing initial plans made by Rachel to install projector in gymnasium and projector and screen in the 
library.  
 
We are hosting a Region 3 administrators’ meeting here at Clearpoint tomorrow as Mr. David Meloche – our 
regional director will be welcoming all Region 3 principals here in the library. 




