
2018                               2019 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

Clearpoint Elementary School 
Governing Board Minutes of Meeting 

 
                                      Written by: Dov Bensimon 

 

 Location: Clearpoint Elementary School Date: Monday, March 18, 2019      Time: 6:32 – 7:38 p.m. 
     

 Attendees Governing Board (GB) Members:  Attendees GB Substitutes:  Attendees Parents/other: Absent: 
 

• Allison Saunders 
• Carol Rabbat 
• David Estok 
• Dov Bensimon  
• Katherine Wiebe 
• Kelly Scheldeman 
• Liz Lopez 

 

 
• Louise Sudia 
• Miranda Tubbeh 
• Suzanne Larkin 
• Tassie Fyon 
• Tayba Huot 
• Wayne Clifford 

 

 
• Danny Trotto 
• Marc Lucke 
• Tatiana Mendez 
• Wendy Mendoza 
 

 
• None 

 
• Audrey Lambert 
• Bill Mang 
• Garry Saunders 
• Helen MacTaggart 
• Janine Von Bauer  
• Joanne Barette 
• Linda Harbert 
• Marie-Flore Gignac 
• Mark Christiano 
• Patricia Beach 
 

 
Agenda   

1. Welcome 
2. Approval of the Agenda 
3. Approval of the Last Minutes 
4. Public & Member Question Period 

5. Business Arising  
6. New Business 
7. Field Trips, Fundraisers & Activities 
8. Reports 

 

9. Varia 
10. Correspondence 
11. Date of next meeting 
12. Adjournment 

 
 
1. Welcome 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda 
 

• A motion to accept the proposed agenda was initiated by Suzanne, seconded by Tassie and approved 
by all unanimously. 

 
3. Approval of the Minutes from Wednesday, February 20, 2019 
 

• It was pointed out that in the attendees listing in the minutes from the last meeting that Tatiana and 
Mark should be listed as GB substitutes.  Also, when mentioned in the context of the IB, the word 
“programme” should be used rather than “program”.  Pending the correction of these changes, the 
minutes from the last meeting were unanimously approved by all, after a motion by Carol which was 
seconded by Suzanne. 
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4. Public questions 
• Mark Lucke talked about the climate change protests last week in Montréal and asking if there was 

any conversation around this at the school.  Mr. Estok was not aware of any actions taken in this 
regard, other than one of the classes holding a symbolic march in the playground. 

• David Estok pointed out that Kelly Scheldeman has agreed to take over one of the positions on the 
GB, in replacement of another staff member that has left for the rest of the school year.  She was 
welcomed to the meeting by the GB members and gave a short introduction about herself. 

 
5. Business arising 

• Consultation on the budget discussions: Katherine went through the questionnaire and the 
board answered as a group.  It was mentioned that it is important to have an IB coordinator and 
enough staff to help student with special needs at the school.  IB fees need to be paid and training 
of staff is important too.  It was recognized that the school board helps to support the IB 
programme, a magnet program, and it would be important that this continue.  The school has been 
fortunate in the past to have fairly good support for special needs students.  Having a 
psychologist, occupational therapist, speech therapist (specialists) more often would be helpful.  
Better recruitment of French teachers and substitute teachers could be improved, since these are 
very hard to find.  Continued support of families in need is desired as well.  It was suggested to 
add communications to the Fusion portal.  In terms of maintaining school buildings, it was 
suggested to improve the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning  (HVAC system).  It was 
suggested that the stairs could be re-done, since they date from 1895.  Screen and window 
washing should be done, and it was suggested to improve the state of the staff room as well.  
Ground maintenance and exterior work (snow removal) were added as points to improve as well.  
The meeting was informed that any improvement to the building is considered a capital expense.  
These points will be used for answers to the survey. 

• “Tell Them From Me” Survey : This survey was discussed at the last meeting.  No additional 
comments about it were raised. 

• Sexual Education program: It was asked if there was any discussion about appropriate use of 
the internet in the context of this program.  Although there is not currently, it was agreed that this 
could be addressed in future discussions with students.  A motion to approve this program was 
moved by Louise, seconded by Tayba and unanimously adopted. 
 

6. New Business 
• Major School Change (MSC): It was proposed to defer this discussion to a future meeting. It 

was mentioned that the upcoming MSC will focus on high schools more than elementary schools. 
• Consultation on by-laws 1 & 1E: These by-laws propose dates for meetings of the LBPSB 

executive committee and its council of commissioners.  No issues with the proposed dates were 
raised.  Katherine will respond to the consultation in this sense. 

 
7. Field Trips, Fundraisers & Activities 

• Grade 4 will be seeing Little Shop of Horrors at Lindsay Place high school on Thursday, 21 
March 2019.  The cost for this outing (e.g. school bus transportation) is covered by the school. 

• It was proposed to take the grade 6 basketball team to Lindsay Place before the end of March for 
a match. 
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• A motion to approve both these outings was made by Tayba and seconded by Suzanne and 
unanimously accepted. 

 
8. Reports: 

a. Commissioner’s Report: The full report is included as an annex to the minutes of this meeting. 
 

b. Principal Report: The report from the principal is included as an annex to the minutes of the 
meeting.   

 
c. Primary Years Programme (PYP):  An assembly will be held the week of 25 March 2019 on 

empathy. 
 

d. Teachers: 
• Kindergarten  – The students are working on the unit on homes and are learning about all 

types of homes, from treehouses to the International Space Station. 
• Grade 4: Miranda explained that students are learning about the solar system.  They will 

have an outing to the Cosmodome on Friday, 22 March 2019. 
• Grade 5: Kelly informed the meeting that Educazoo will come to the school on 

Wednesday, 20 March 2019.  The students are working on the biodiversity unit. 
 

e. Daycare:  
• Tassie is done issuing daycare tax forms on the Fusion portal.  This is the first year this 

will be a paperless process. 
• The next ped day will take place on 1 April 2019: Enfant et compagne will be coming to 

do activities with the children such as magic tricks, a bootcamp and totebag decorating. 
• Cooking classes finishing up with students learning to make pizza and blueberry muffins.  

They will focus on outdoor activities afterwards. 
• The 3 May 2019 ped day will coincide with the high school entrance exam.  Students 

writing the exam will be taken out of daycare for the exam and will return right after. 
 

f. Home and School:  
• Maple syrup fundraiser will be closing on Friday. 
• Teacher appreciation week is taking place this week. 
• It is planned to hold a movie night in April, but no date has been selected yet. 
• It was mentioned that most of the delivery of Scholastic books were given to teachers. 

 
g. Clearpoint Parent Representative to LBPSB Parents’ Committee:  

• The LBPSB Special Needs Advisory Committee (SNAC) will be hosting a free parent 
information night for parents of students on an Individual Education Plan (IEP) on 3 April 
2019 entitled “Understanding the Influence of Stress & Anxiety in our Children and 
Ourselves”.  More information is available on the SNAC website. 

• Discussions took place at the last meeting of the parents’ committee on what is to become 
of PCHS and Riverdale high schools, but no details are available to share yet. 
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• The meeting was informed that feedback is sought regarding the grade 5 entrance exam 
process and criteria for it.  Comments or questions can be directed to Allison. 

• Proposed Bill 12 : it was announced that the GB will eventually be presented a proposal 
on this topic to vote on. 

• MSC: Following lessons learned from the last MSC, those responsible for it want to avoid 
the lack of time that they were faced with last time, as well as avoiding some of the 
political issues around it.  It is hoped to make it a quicker, more transparent and more 
effective process. 

• Some discussions at the parent committee level were around some parents wanting to get 
Bill 101 struck down, but since that is not likely to happen, a subcommittee was created to 
discuss issues around it. 

 
9. Varia 

• Liz asked if there were any developments regarding the school offering Spanish lessons.  Mr. 
Estok will follow up on this topic.  In response to a question about whether or not Clearpoint 
would have a pre-kindergarten, the meeting was informed that this would not be possible at the 
school owing to lack of space. 

 
10. Correspondence 

• None 
 

11. Date of next meeting 
• The next meeting of the GB will be held on Wednesday 10 April, 2019 at 6:30pm in the library. 

 
12. Adjournment 

• A motion to adjourn the meeting was put forth by Tayba and seconded by Louise at 7:38 p.m.  All 
were in favour and none opposed.  
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Annex A – Report of the Commissioner 
 

Commissioners’ Report 
Council of Commissioners Meeting - February 25, 2019.  

 
 Administrative Staffing Changes 
 

• The administrative assignment changes in the schools and centres of the Lester B. Pearson School 
Board were adopted. 

• The list is available on the website 
 

1. Questions From the Public  
                            

• A large group of parents, students and alumni from PCHS were present at the meeting for Question 
Period. An extended Question Period was granted in order to accommodate their questions and 
comments and to respond to them. The parents were concerned that decisions regarding the name of 
the school had already been made. The Chair, Noel Burke, assured them that this was not the case 
and that the merger committee composed of parents and staff from both Riverdale and PCHS were in 
dialogue and would be making their recommendations soon. 

 
2. Correspondence 

 
• Letter dated February 18, 2019, from Jean-François Roberge, Minister of Education and Higher 

Education to the Chair of the LBPSB Noel Burke 
regarding Bill n°5: An Act to amend the Education Act and other provisions regarding preschool 
education services for students 4 years of age.  

• Announced that the LBPSB will have 19 new 4-year old kindergarten classes for the 2019-2020 
school year. 
 

3. Executive Report 
 

• The Executive Committee adopted a resolution recommending to the Council of Commissioners the 
approval of participation of the LBPSB in the Collecto Services Regroupés en Éducation’s group 
purchasing of Microsoft licenses. CSRE is a nonprofit organization which organizes group 
purchasing for educational institutions in order to benefit from volume discounts. M. Chechile and C. 
Heffernan spoke to the advantages of using Microsoft and Google software for various applications at 
the LBPSB.  

• In reviewing the updated Consultation Grid, G. Dugré informed the Committee that a consultation on 
the Major School Change Policy would be launched at the February Council meeting. 

 
4. Student Commissioner Report 

 
• Feedback from January question of the month:  
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• What are your thoughts on the CAQ proposed bill preventing civil servant to wear hijab, chador, 
burka and niqab? –  

• Students are adamantly against it –  
• The bill contradicts what we’re learning in school –  
• People need to be more informed on the situation –  
• People who come to Canada have left everything behind and they usually cling onto religion so it’s 

not fair to take away something that is their safehouse – 
•  It promotes exclusion –  
• No students are impacted by someone wearing a hijab it doesn’t affect their religion –  
• Nobody should have something taken away from them because people are influenced out of fear –  
• It’s a human rights violation –  
• It specifically targets people with more religious differences 
• It sets a terrible reputation for Quebec and will influence youth to be exclusive – 
•  People don’t want to admit to the full truth and are using this law to ban something that doesn’t need 

banning  
 

• February question of the month: Do you feel that field trips are an important asset to your education? 
Should parents be asked to contribute to these field trips? 

 
5. Motion on the Position of the Lester B. Pearson School Board regarding Religious Symbols in 

the Public Sector 
 

• The Council of Commissioners of the Lester B. Pearson School Board strongly objects to any 
legislation which may prohibit public employees from wearing religious symbols in the performance 
of their professional responsibilities in the public sector; and a copy of this motion will be sent to the 
QESBA and to the other English School Boards; and said motion will be distributed to Members of 
the National Assembly who represent the Lester B. Pearson School Board community, including the 
Minister responsible for Relations with English-Speaking Quebecers and the Parliamentary Assistant 
to the Premier for Relations with English-Speaking Quebecers. 

 
 

 
SNAC      Special Budget Presentation  
•  Mme France D’Aoust, the Director of Financial Resources, gave the 

committee a thorough and comprehensive understanding of the LBPSB budget 
and its particular effects on the special needs population 

• She first explained the revenues, how monies are allocated to the Youth, Adult 
and Vocational Sectors based on enrolment 

• Topics explored included the total revenues collected from grants and school 
taxes, slightly under 300 million dollars  

• She then explained that the vast majority of the funds were targeted, mainly to 
teaching and support staff, about 90%, and that Administration expenses 
comprised of 5% of the Budget. 
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•  She pointed to the fact that while the Board receives about 23 million dollars 
for students with special needs it actually spends about 30 million. The extra 7 
million has to be found in other places within the Board’s budget as the MEES 
will not fund the difference. 

• She also explained the concept of “negative adjustments”, a euphemism for 
when the MEES claws back monies it initially promised so the budget is 
actually less than officially announced. 

• She answered a variety of questions from the committee which helped to 
clarify how monies are allocated to the teachers, aides, professionals, and 
support staff working with students with special needs. 

•  Her presentation was very complete, and left the committee with a greater 
understanding of the budget process.  

• The committee thanked her for her assistance. 
 

• Parent Information Meeting  
 

•  The SNAC will be hosting an information meeting entitled “The Influence of 
Stress and Anxiety” for parents of students with special needs. The workshop 
will be given by Dr. Zmira KingElbaz, a psychologist, and Janna Gillis, a 
Behaviour Consultant. It will take place on Wednesday, April 3 at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Boardroom. Please RSVP the SNAC so that it can ascertain the size of the 
audience. As always SNAC members will be there to assist and listen to 
parental concerns surrounding this important topic for their children. 

 
6. Audit Committee 

 
• MEES Budget and Other Financial Matters C. Heffernan informed the Committee that we had 

received confirmation from the MEES that we would be getting 19 full time 4-year old kindergarten 
classes. We will need to respond to the Ministry by Thursday, February 28th as to where they will be 
housed. Students in disadvantaged areas (milieu défavorisée) codes 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 are eligible. 

 
7. Pearson Education Fund 

 
• March 12: Les Canadiens are once again offering the LBPSB community low cost tickets for a great 

hockey game at the Bell Centre to see our team win against the Detroit Red Wings. All the info and 
links to order your tickets are found on the PEF home page http://pef.lbpsb.qc.ca 
 

• April 5: PEF Benefit Comedy Show # 5 is coming your way at Lakeside Academy.  Mike Paterson 
headlines this fundraiser Plan to help the LBPSB schools and students while having  a good time. 
Your support means the world to a lot of people who want to give our schools and teachers all the 
things they need to provide an outstanding education for our children. Please join us & tell all your 
friends, neighbours and colleagues. Corporate Sponsorships Welcome! 
http://pef.lbpsb.qc.ca/comedy.htm 
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• Special Notice: Riverview Elementary School has suffered a serious flood. PEF has begun to receive 
calls from people who want to help. Please visit the PEF home page for a link to donate for 
Riverview. http://pef.lbpsb.qc.ca Margaret Manson Elementary School has indicated their intention to 
donate all the proceeds of their Carnival to help Riverview. This news warms every heart in this cold 
season. 
 

The next regular meeting of the Council of Commissi oners is scheduled for 
Monday, March 25 th, 2019, at 7:30 pm.  
 Respectfully submitted,  

Wayne Clifford   Commissioner – Ward 12   
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Annex B – Report of the Principal 
 
March 18, 2019 
 
Governing Board Principal’s Report 
 
Respectfully submitted by David Estok 
 
 
-Francisation: A program to provide support to students in French has begun. Some funds are provided 
through a Federal grant, intended to support students who come from outside of Quebec and may not have 
had exposure to French to the same extent as students from Quebec. We are supplementing these funds with 
extra resources that we have access to in order that the program may be expanded somewhat to provide extra 
help to some students.  
 
-Staff Appreciation: A huge thank you to our Home & School Association for all the hard work being done 
this week for Staff Appreciation. Your appreciation is appreciated!! I also want to commend our entire staff 
for their outstanding work all year long. The partnership that exists between the parent community and our 
staff is one of the things that truly sets this school apart.  
 
-AV work on Library & Gym: Delays getting this work underway have largely been due to logistical 
challenges with how to set this up in the gym. Final estimations on the work to be done in the library have 
been received, and work in the library should begin before the end of March.  
 
-Japanese and Chinese students visit Clearpoint: We are welcoming foreign students through the McGill 
School of Continuing Education. They will present tomorrow to all classes on aspects of Japanese and 
Chinese culture; their presentations will be connected to our units of inquiry.  
 
-Grade 1 Assembly on “Empathy”  -  Looking forward to our next student – led assembly, this time by the 
grade 1’s. This time the focus will be Empathy – an important topic.   
 
-Winter Carnival – A great success, and a beautiful day of winter fun outside. Thank you to the organizing 
team who put everything together, and thank you to the parents for your support for our activities. 
 
-Thank you to Sue Larivière – As you know, our IB Coordinator has been promoted to a Vice Principalship 
at St. Thomas HS. Sue’s departure represents a loss for Clearpoint, and her many contributions to this school 
are significant indeed. We wish her the best of luck as she takes on this new challenge.  




